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The King’s Call to Prayer, printed in our 
last week’s issue, has given a special interest 
to celebrations held in many Anglican 
Churches last Sunday, of the fourth cen- 
tenary or the issuing of the English Litany 
in 1544. England was at war with France 
and Scotland, and there were many other 
troubles in the shape of pestilences and un- 
favourable weather. In August 1543, the 
King (Henry VIII) had ordered that ‘‘Pro- 
cessions”’ (i.e. penitential intercession, in 
‘Litany form, said or sung in procession) 
should be regularly held in all parishes. The 
response was disappointing, and one reason 


given for this was the fact that the prayers © 


used were in Latin, not English. As an 
answer to this problem, Archbishop Cranmer 
produced the Litany in English, which, with 
minor alterations, has been used in Anglican 
worship ever since. (The co-operation bhe- 
tween Henry VIII and Archbishop Cranmer 
was paralleled in-an interesting way when, 
on the night of “D’’ Day, the King’s Call to 
Prayer was followed by a short broadcast 
religious service conducted by the present 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Temple.) 
The Litany is regarded in all quarters as a 
masterpiece of liturgical prose. 
milestone on the road to the first English 
Prayer Book, which came in 1549. 
We propose to print, almost in full, the 
“Exhortation to Prayer” issued with the 
aitany in 1544 and ordered to be read in 
every Church. It is surprisingly relevant to 
modern needs, and may be of interest to 
clergy and ministers in their endeavours to 
follow up the King’s Call to sustained prayer 
throughout the whole Invasion period. We 
ave kept the old spelling, except where 
ye clarification was quite essential. 
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JUNE 15th, 1944 


THE CALL TO SUSTAINED PRAYER 


ef _ THE PRECEDENT OF THE ENGLISH LITANY IN 1544 


An Earlier “Call to Prayer” 
FORASMUCHE as prayer is the veray 
true meane ordeyned of Almightie God, and 
taught us playnly in his holy word, whereby 
not onely we may, but also by God’s holy 
comandement be bounden to have a recourse 
and a refuge for helpe and ayde of Almightie 


- God our heavenly father, not onely in all our 


necessities, and tribulations of this world, 
but also universally in all our affaires and 
businesses, whatsoever shal befall unto us, 
or whatsoever thing we shall enterprise or 
take in hand, and forasmuch also ag our 
Father in heaven, of his mere mercie and 
infinite goodnes, hath bounden himself by 
his owne free promise, and certified us of the 
same, by his owne Sonne, our onely Saviour 
and Lorde CHRIST JESU, in his gospel, that 
whatsoever we shall aske of him, we shall 
have it, so that we aske such thinges, and in — 
such sorte, as we ought to doo: For these 
causes, good Christian people, beynge thus 
grounded upon the sure foundation of Godis 
holie and blessed word, which cannot deceive 
us, we are here at this time gathered togither, 
to make our comon prayer to our heavenly. 
Father. But nowe, good christian people, 
that by the true use of praier we may obteine 
and enjoye his gratious promise of aide, com- 
forte and consolation, in al our affayres and 
necessities: two thinges concerning prayer, 
are specially to be learned. The first is, to 
knowe for what thynges we ought to make 
our request and petition in our praier. The 


second is, in what wise we shuld make our 


prayer, in suche sorte as it may be acceptably ~ 
hearde, 
Heavenly Father. 

As for the first, we ought instantly to aske — 
of our Heavenly Father, his holy and blessid — 


‘spirite, godly wisedome, faith, charitie, and — 


to feare and dreade him, and that his holy 


and graciously graunted of our at 


all the hole world may be glorified, that h 


name i inal Hinges ae every where thorough 


kyngdome maye come unto us, that is to’ 
saye, that here he may reigne in us, by the 
faith of his welbeloved sonne our saviour 
JESU CHRIST, and after this lyfe also to 
reigne in us, and over us everlastingly in 
Blorye. We ought to pray, that his blessed 
wyl may be fulfylled here in this world 
emongst us his mortall creatures, as it is of 
his immortall angels, and of al the holy 
company of the heavenly spirites. We muste 
pray for our dayly breade, that is, for our 
necessary fode and sustenance bothe of body 
and soule. Of body, as meate, drinke, and 
necessary apparaile, peace, helthe, and what- 
soever God knoweth to be necessary for the 
behofe and conservation of the same, that 
we may do to our Lorde God true service 
therwith, every man in his state and voca- 
tion, whereunto God hath called hym. Of the 
soule, as the word of God, and the true know- 
ledge of the same, the true conservation of 
our heavenlye fathers holy and_blessid 
comandments, the lively bread of the blessed 
body of our saviour JESU CHRISTE, the 
holy and sacrate cuppe of the precious and 
blessed bludde, whiche was shed for us upon 
the Crosse, to purchase us pardon. and 
forgyvenes of our synnes. Furthermore we 
must pray for the forgivenes of our synnes, 
that our heavenly father wyll be mercyfull 
unto us, and forgyve us our synnes bothe 
many and great, wherby we offende againste 
his infinite goodnes, as we:do forgive the 
offences of them that offend us, whiche, howe 
great so ever they appere unto us, yet in 
comparison of the offences that we do against 
God, they be bothe small and fewe. We 
muste pray, that our heavenly father suftre 
us not to be ledde into temptation, for with- 
out his continuall aide and protection, we 
are but weke and soone overthrowen. Our 
gostely ennemy is stronge, violent, firce, 

subtyll, and exceding cruell. And therefore 
we muste continually pray, with al instance, 
- that in all his assaultes we may be delivered 
by the mighty hande of our heavenly father, 
from al evyll. Fynally, and before all thing, 
as Saint Paule exhorteth us in the fyrst 
epistle to Timothe, Let us make our prayers, 

and supplycations, rendrynge and gyvyng of 
thankes for all men, and namely for kynges, 

princis, and al other set in chief dignitie and 
high roumes, that by theyr godly governance, 

their true faithfull and diligent execution of 
justice and equitie unto all their subjectes, 

our heavenly father may be glorified, the 
common welth may be daily promoted and 
increased, and that we al, that are theyr 
subjectes, may live in peace and quietnes, 

with al godlines and vertue, and our christen 
princis and heades in unitie and concorde 


the: ath is t ing 
all ees and the lorde of all Tordeay at 
shall judge without respecte of persone, 


cordynge to every mans doing or works, 4 
whose hande the weake shall take no wronge, 
nor the myghty may not by any power escape 
his juste judgement. That our princes, I say 
thus calling uppon theyr Heavenly Father 
for grace, maye ever in all their affaires be 
directed and governed by the holie spirite of 
God, and bothe rule, and be ruled, by his 
holy feare, to their owne endles joye, co 
forte, and consolation, and to theyr owne 
everlastyng salvation, thorough our saviour 
JESUS CHRIST. 


The King at War 


AND here specially let us pray for our 
moste dere and soveraigne lorde the kynges 
majesty, who dothe not onely study and care 
dayly and hourely for our prosperitie and 
wealth, but also spareth not, to spende his 
substance and treasure, yea redye at ally 
tymes to endaunger hymself for the tender 
love and fatherly zeale, that he bereth 
towarde this his realme, and the subjectes” 
of the same. Who at this present tyme hath 
taken uppon hym the great and dangerous” 
affayres of warre. Lette us praye, that ity 
may please almyghty God, lorde of hostes, 
in whose handes is onely wealthe and vic-_ 
torie, mercifully to assyst him, sending his" 
holy angell to be his succour, keper andl 
defender from all his adversaries, and from) 
all evyles., 


The Battle Front and the Home Front 


Let us pray for our bretherne, that bende 
themselves to batail for Goddis cause and 
our defence, that God may grant them pros- 
perous successe, to our comfort, and the in- 
crease of his glory. Let us praye for our- 
selves that remain at home, that almyghty 
God defende us from synne, sickenes, derth, 
and all other adversyties of bodye and soule. 

The second thyng to be lerned, concernynge 
praier, is to know howe we shall make true 
prayer, so that it may be graciousely herde, 
and mercyfully graunted of oure heavenly 
father. Fyrst of al we must, upon considera- 
tion of our Heavenly Fathers mercy and 
goodnes towardes us, and of his everlastyng 
trueth, and free promyse made unto us in 
his owne holy worde, conceive a full affiance 
hoope and trust: and that without waveryng 
or doubtfull mistrustyng, eyther in his 
trueth, his goodnes, or in his almightie power, 
certainely assuring ourselfe, that both of his 
omnipotencie, he may do whatsoever shail 
please his goodnes, and also for his infinite 
goodnes, and fatherlye affection towarde us, ¢ 
that he woll both here and graunt all our. 
lauful and ee ree ates : ic 


* 
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finite and incomprehensible wisdome know- 
2th the thynge to be moost mete, moost con- 
‘enient, and behofeful both for his own 
glorye and honour, and for the profit, 
behoufe, and commoditie of us his children. 

Furthermore also it is necessarily requyred 
to that, that our prayer may be acceptable 
unto our hevenly father, to have charitie, 
and brotherly love betwixt neighbour and 
neighbour, and towarde all our even christen. 
So CHRISTE himself teacheth us, sayinge, 
whan you stande to praye, forgyve, if you 
have any dyspleasure agaynste any per- 
sonne: that your father whiche is in heaven, 
maye forgive you. It is a true saying, that 
saint Augustine sayeth: There is no good 
fruicte,' no good deede, no good woorke, 
whiche springeth not out of the roote of 
charitie. And saincte Paule teacheth plainely, 
that where as charitie lacketh, nothyng can 
avayle us. 


The Spirit of True Prayer 


And moreover we must in our prayer, be- 
ware of vayne glory and prayse of man, out- 
wardly shewing a great pretence of holynes, 
and being vayne of true godlynes inwardly, 
onely to have the commendation of men be- 
fore the world, for if we so do, we shall lose 
the reward and benefit of our prayer, as our 
saviour CHRIST saieth his owne selfe. We 
must take hede also, that we thincke not the 
vertue of prayer to consiste in multiplyeng 
of many wordes without faythe and godly 
devotion, thynckyng as the heathen doth, 
that for our many wordes or mo¢che speking, 
we shall be herde of our heavenly father. 
Whosoever doth thinke so, he shall deceyve 
himselfe. For God doth not regarde neither 
the swete sound of our voice, nor the great 
number of our wordes, but the ernest fer- 
ventnes and true faythful devotion of our 
hartes. Fynally we must beware in our 
praier of that common pestilent infection, 
and venemefull poyson of all good prayer, 
that is to say, when our mouthe prayeth, and 
our hartes praye not. Of the whiche the 
prophete Esaye complayneth sore. And our 
saviour in saint Mathewes gospel rebuketh 
the pharisees for the same, saying thus: O 
hipocrites, Esaie the prophet prophecied well 
uppon you when he sayd thus: This people 
draweth nighe me with theyr lyppes, but 
their hartes are farre frome me, that is to 
say, they speake with their tongue and lippes, 
the wordes of praier, but in their harte, they 
mynde nothyng lesse then they speake, as 
that the goodnes of the prayer stode in the 
outwarde speaking only of the woorde, and 
not in the inwarde, true, and faythful re- 
quest of the harte. And to the intent therfore 
your hartes and lyppes may go together in 


¥ 


measure, sort, and degree, as he of his in- 


praier, it is very convenient, and moche ac- 
ceptable to God, that you shuld use your pri- 
vate prayer in your mother tongue, that you 
understandyng what you aske of God, maye 
more ernestly and feructly desire the same, 
your hartes and myndes agreing to your 
mouthe and woordes. Therfore, good Christ- 
ian bretherne, seynge we are come together 
to praye, let us do it according to our 
bounden duetie, and as it ought to be done. 
Let us truely praye with a faithfull harte, 
and a sure affiaunce of our Heavenly Fathers 
infinite mercy, grace, and goodnes: let us 
make our prayers, beyng in love and charitie 
with all and every one of our neighbours, 
ever havyng in our harte an ernest request 
and desyre of those godly benefyttes, whiche 
ar appoynted in Goddes word, that we shulde 
praye for, and yet not prescribing unto God, 
either the time, place, measure, or degree of 
his gracious benefites, but holly committyng 
ourselves to his blessid wyl and pleasure, 
receyving in good worthe and with thankes- 
gyvyng whatsoever, and whensoever, it shall 
please his graciouse goodnes, to bestow his 
gracious giftes upon us. Let us also four- 
nishe and beautifie this our prayer, that it 
may plese God the better, and delite the cares 
of our heavenlie father, with fasting and 
holsome abstinence, not onely from all de- 
licious living in vuluptuouse fare, and from 
all excesses of meate and drinke, but also to 
chastyse and kylle the synfull lustes of the 
body, to make it bowe and redy to obey unto 
the spirituall mocions of the Holie Goste. 
Let us also furnish it with almes dede and 
with the workes of mercie and charite. For 
praier is good and acceptable unto God, when 
it is accompanied with alms, dedes and with 
the workes of mercy, and that for our saviour 
JESUS CHRISTES sake, which hathe re- 
demed us with his preciouse bloude, and 
hathe signed and sealed“us up to everlasting 
life. To whom both now and ever, with his 
father and the holie goost, be glorie and 
honour without ende. AMEN. 


KAJ MUNK’S LAST SERMON IN 
COPENHAGEN CATHEDRAL 


Kaj Munk (the great Danish preacher, e : ee 
dramatist and patriot) was to have preached 


in the Church of the Holy Spirit on Sunday, 
November 21st, 1948, but a ban was imposed 
by the German authorities. Although Kaj 
Munk himself wished to ignore the ban, the 
service was not held. This was a direct Ger- 
man encroachment on the lawful right of the 
Danish Church to preach the Word of God. 
Kaj Munk would not submit, and accordingly 
he preached instead in the Cathedral of Co- 
penhagen on December 5th. The service was 
announced in advance, but not his name. 
He preached on that Sunday’s passage: The 


his last words outside Vedersd, 


is own 
lage, near which he was brutally ‘murdered j 


by Nazis in January, 1944. We owe this 


sermon, and the opening information to a 


Danish underground newspaper “Folk og 
Frihed”—“Freedom and the People.” 

The following paragraphs include the con- 
cluding part of the sermon :— 


“The mighty of this earth are at one with | 


the so-called pious Christians in not wanting 
politics to be discussed in Church. And the 
Church is perfectly willing to meet them in 
this, provided their politics are not foreign 
to Christ. But if they follow those paths 
which Christ has designated as contrary to 
the will of God, and which therefore lead 
mankind to an abyss, the Church would not 


i be the Church of Christ if it were to remain 


silent. For to remain silent when face to, 
face with evil is to speak the language of the 
Devil. When Christ thundered against the 
rich, when he scourged the Pharisees, he was 
entering the sphere of economics and the 
law. When the Christians refused to pay 
- tribute to Ceesar’s image, they were in open 
revolt. God help us if we do not understand 
that this is precisely the purpose of the 
Church: at each given instant to make the 
Life Everlasting a topical question. 

“It is beyond the scope of this one sermon 
to go into detail. But one thing I must say. 
When in this our country one particular sec- 
tion of our countrymen is being persecuted 
on racial grounds, it is the Christian duty of 


the Church to cry: ‘This is contrary to the ° 


fundamental laws of the kingdom of Christ, 
He whose name is Mercy, and it is revolting 
to free Nordic minds.’ And the Church must 
carry on unwearyingly; should such a thing 
happen once more, we shall seek with God’s 
help to stir up a revolt among the people. 
For if a Christian people sits idly by while 
its ideals are trampled underfoot, it admits 
the cancer of decay into its soul and the 
wrath of God will descend upon it. 

“Our people! Our people! We are a 
Christian and Danish congregation, and as 
Christians the fate of our people cannot be 
indifferent to us. There is something in to- 
day’s parable which hits us hard, not merely 
as Christians but also as a nation. An en- 
terprising and alert nation in many ways, 
but in questions of life and death a queerly 
_ {t’s-sure-to-be-all-right’ nation. A cry went 

up at midnight. Not: ‘The bridegroom 
cometh!’ but: ‘The wolf is here!’ The tide 
of war swept over us. And here we stood 
- with no oil in our lamps; and those who 
_ should have lent us oil stayed away, as it: 
always befalls him who might have been 
_ prepared in good time but was not. At times 
an icy fear grips us lest the fate of the care- 
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knoy 
you not.’ But we pray that the parable may 
be changed a little—that we may be grante¢ 
a little grace to procure oil for our lamps. q 

“And let us not listen to those who preacl 
despair and perdition. There are many en. 
couraging signs that the Danish nation is 
awakening from its spiritual slumbers. Even 
if people with diseased ideas of honour giv 
lectures and send out pamphlets, the Danes 
as a nation have kept their heads. And when 
the vast audience at the Royal Theatre ap- 
plauds Evald’s fisherman’s song, their ap- 
plause is not simply a tribute to the brisk 
and breezy way the young actor sings it, it 
is not simply a greeting to the dead poet in 
gratitude for his splendid gift to the nation, 
it is not simply a respectful and grateful 
thought of that King Christian who is our 
own King Christian. It is all this, but it is 
more than this; the applause voices our 
thanks to the Danish Navy which has always 
proved itself worthy of the words of our 
national anthem. 

“Many hard words are being said aboutl 
the young people of our day, and some of 
them are true enough. But even if you 
admit this, you must also bear in mind that 
here are young people who are brisk and 
healthy and energetic, and who in their ow 
beautiful way have retained the highest 
ideals—young people prepared to venture 
life and limbs and honour for their ge 
and for all that they believe. 

“The Church wants to arouse Denmark to 
national awareness; but on no account will 
it be content with such an awakening. Na- 
tionalism devoid of Christianity we condemn | 
as an evil thing. Hatred, fierce and devour- 
ingly evil, is rampant: throughout the world. 
Christ has taught us how noble it is to oppose 
evil with all the strength and ability that in: 
us lie without giving way to hatred, without 
letting ourselves be sapped by hatred. Christ 
has taught us the profound distinction be- 
tween just retribution on the one hand and 
vengeance on the other. When this war has 
reached its sanguinary end, the Prince of 
Darkness will cry aloud from all the graves 
for vengeance. We too know some with 
whom there are seores to settle; but this 
must be done in the name of_God and not 
of the Devil. May each one of us on that day 
be ready, as best we can from the posts we 
man and with the abilities we possess, and 
without for one instant counting the cost to 
ourselves, to do our share and help the world 
progress towards the coming of His kingdom 
and the rule of His will here in earth as in 
His aver adine heavens’ : 


